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DECLARATION UNDER RULE 131 
We, Christian Mathieu, Fred6ric Heimgartner and Kamel Besseghir, declare as 
follows: 

1 . We are the named inventors of the above-ideritified US patent application 
filed on Jime 16, 2005, which is the U.S. National Phase of Intemational Application 
PCT/CH2003/000437, filed July 2, 2003, which designated the U.S. and claims benefit of 
PCT/CH02/00360, filed July 3, 2002, the entire contents of which are incorporated in the 
subject U.S. Patent Application, as reflected in the Preliminary Amendment filed on 
December 30, 2004. In this regard, attached is a copy of the USPTO Notice of 
Acceptance of Application under 3 5 U.S.C. 371 and 37 C.F.R. 1.495, which notes at the 
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bottom that the priority documents for this case were filed on December 30, 2004, and 
have been received by the USPTO (Attached as Exhibit 1). 

2. The invention claimed in our U.S. patent application was conceived by us 
in Switzeriand prior to the October 16, 2002 filing date of U.S. Patent No. 7,041 ,048 B2 
(Drobnik et al). This is confirmed by Exhibit 2 attached to this Declaration, which is a 
copy of our PCT/CH02/00360 patent apphcation that was filed on July 3, 2002, and 
which is the priority document for our U.S. patent application. Attached as Exhibit 3 is 
an English translation of Exhibit 2. 

3. As confirmed by Exhibits 2 and 3, we not only conceived bur invention 
prior to the October 16, 2002 filing date of Drobnik, but we also reduced it to practice by 
. filing our patent a:ppiication on July 3, 2002. 

4. As shown by a comparison of Exhibits 2 and 3 with the subject U.S. 

application, it includes all of the sanie text that fiiUy supports the claiins now pending in 

the U.S. application. In tiiis regard, no Section 112 rejection has been lodged against the 

— claims in the subject U.S. application which includes the same specification as Exhibits 2— 

and 3. 

5. We do not know and do not believe that the invention disclosed and 

claimed in our U.S. patent application has been in pubUc use or on sale in the United 

States or patented or described in a printed publication in the United States or any foreign 
country for more than one year prior to our priority application filing date of July 3, 2002, 
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and that we have never abandoned the invention described and claimed i 



in our U.S. patent 



application. 



All statements made herein of our own knowledge are true and all statements 
made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements 
were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 ofTitle 18 of the United 
States Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
application or any patent issuing thereon. 

Ch ristia n Mathieu nliZ 




Frederic Meimgartner 




Date 



Kamel Besseghir 



Date 



Attached: Exhibits 1-3 
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and that we have never abaDdoned the inventioh described and claimed in our U.S. patent 



application. 



All statements made herein of our own knowledge are true and all statements 



made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements 
were made with the knowledge fcat willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United 
States Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
application or any patent issuing thereon. 



Christian Mathieu 




Ddte 



08 



Fr6deric Heimgartner 




Date 



Ka mel Bessegl; 



Date 



Attached: Exhibits 1-3 
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